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Observation/Reflection Paper
Part I: Observations and Reflections
Most of our school buildings are made of well-planned concrete and architectural features including adequate space. The school buildings include the classrooms, laboratories (2), art and craft workshop, administration block, multimedia room, and a library. The other buildings that are not made of precast concrete are made of bamboo, wood, and rammed earth. Immediately when someone walks into the building, the big space is easily visible, especially in the classrooms. The community immediately surrounding the school is very supportive. They even helped in the construction of some buildings when a tornado swept away some of the structures. The interior walls of most buildings are clean and painted with bright colored paints. Only the classrooms of kindergarten and grade 1-3 learners contain charts and other learning materials.
The school is generally inviting. From the moment one walks into the gate, the supporting atmosphere immediately welcomes the visitor. The posters indicating where everything is located helps to guide visitors around the school. The buildings appear to be part of the community, especially from the materials used in the construction. The school buildings are connected, which makes it easy for one to walk across the classrooms and even the other resource centers through the corridors and pavements that connect them together. To learners, the buildings tell them that they need to be ready to learn. To the parents, the building says their children are safe and well-protected in school.
The classrooms are also constructed in a manner that supports the learning needs of learners. Every classroom is equipped with adequate learning resources and materials including charts. The classrooms are also very spacious and every child has a desk.  The walls are filled with charts and drawings about different subjects. The desks are organized in groups to allow children to learn with each other and from each other. On the floor of the 4th-grade classroom, there are a huge number of line graph drawn on the floor. Students are sitting facing each other in each group with every desk having four learners. The class is manned by two teachers, with the teachers’ desk in front of the board. Education resources in the classroom include textbooks, charts on the walls, and drawings.
Like the school compound, the classroom environment is inviting. From the comfort of the station where children sit to the appealing learning resources on the walls, it is an inviting environment. Also, the big windows that allow fresh air into the classroom, as well as natural light, further enhance the appeal of the classroom environment. The furniture arrangement also appears more conducive to cooperative and individual learning. For example, at every desk, there are four learners, with two sitting on each side facing the other two on the other side of the table. The classroom environment impacts learning as it enhances inquiry from the learners as well as promotes content mastery. With two teachers in the class, learners get the opportunity to inquire about the content that they don’t understand.
The schooling practices that I observed included close contact between teachers and the students. The teacher walked around from one corner to the other, especially when demonstrating something on the charts that students were using. She walked to every table to explain the specific content. The students, on the other hand, were following what the teacher was saying keenly. This could be noted from the way they were looking at the charts on the table. The classes were quiet and it was difficult to notice that there were students in class if not the sound of the teacher explaining the content.
The teacher-learner relationship was also characterized by cordial and interest to have the students masters the content. The spirit of cooperation between the two teachers indicated that sense of wanting the learners to get the content right. The students were quiet and paying attention to the teachers, indicating that there was mutual respect between the learners and the teachers. Also, the same mutual respect could be seen reciprocated between students themselves. During our time of observation, we did not experience any form of indiscipline from the learners or the students engaging in any form of disrespect with their fellow students.
Part II: Classroom Dilemma
Even though there were many positive things about the classroom and the school, there were also some serious challenges that the teachers faced. For example, balancing diverse learning needs seemed to be a major issue of concern to the teacher. It became clear to me that the two teachers in the classroom could not satisfy the learning needs of all the learners. This was evident in the way some students kept asking questions, especially the students who sat at the back of the classroom. They kept calling on the teachers to their desks to clarify things, especially during the math lesson. It was clear that the students and the teachers were concerned about this dilemma. For example, the students who had mastered could wait until the others also understood. This level of patience showed that they were also concerned about their fellow learners. For the teachers, all the learners are equal and when one has not understood the content, they must take time to ensure that they get the content. This was challenging given the 40 minute period for every lesson. This issue fits within the teaching pedagogy concepts. When choosing the teaching method, the teacher needs to understand the learning needs of the learners to ensure that he or she can select the right pedagogy to use.
Part III: The School from my Perspective
From where I stand, working in this school would be a privilege. The cooperating and respectful students make the teachers’ work easy and even provide them with the morale to deliver content. Similarly, there is nothing to regret about being a student in this school. The school takes into consideration the diversity of the surrounding community, which also reflects in the classroom. This fits within my philosophy of education that education should not only promote intellectual development but also improve the standards of society and make the learners more rational. Even though most of the things I experienced during this observation I had experienced before, but the diversity of the classroom really changed my mind to how society needs to approach social problems, especially racism. Children learn in school and they interact like brothers and sisters, without considering their skin colors or physical appearances. It was really captivating to see learners cooperate during class lessons as if they were from the same home. If this idea could be translated to the way we interact in society, it would help go a long way to address the social challenges we are experiencing. From my experience during the observation, as a future teacher and taxpayer, the schools require resources to ensure that learners have access to the learning resources, enough teachers are employed, and the school facilities are up to date. Lack of resources including teachers was among the key challenges I noticed during the observation. As a future taxpayer, I would like to see my taxes used to address the issues that are affecting the education system.
